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COVER STORY 
Camellia japonica ‘Shikibu’ originated 
from Japan.  See image at right.  The 
International Camellia Register 
description is: 

Andoh, 1971, Tsubaki, Meika no Shōkai 
to Saibai, pl.50, p.19, description, p.211: 
A medium small, anemone centered 
form with outer petals, 7-9 in number, in 
one row, crimson, rounded to obovate, 
slightly emarginate, surrounding a com
pact, central cushion of small, erect, 
folded petals, crimson with white edges.  
Blooms from early to late. Leaves pale 
green, elliptic, apex acuminate, margins 
shallowly serrulate.  Very similar to 
Bokuhan but larger than it and with more petals.  Originated in the Chūbu area, Japan.  A 
chance seedling of Bokuhan, named and released by Eimei Nagata in 1957 in Nagoya 
City.  See: Satō, 1975, Chūbu no Tsubaki, p.37; Encyclopedia of Camellias in Colour, vol.II, 
1978, pl.443, p.175; Katei Gahō, ed., 1984, Chabana Koyomi, vol.I, Tsubaki, p.57; 
Seibundō Shinkōsha, 1980, Senchinshū, pp.66, 219; Yokoyama & Kirino, 1989, Nihon no 
Chinka, p.356. Chinese synonym ‘Shibu’. 

This bloom in the cover photo was the Champion Miniature at the 2016 Hume Camellia 
Show and was exhibited by Bill and Ann Mitchell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This image, courtesy of J. Zimmerman’s Flickr Gallery, was taken February 2012. 
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CONTACTS & COMMITTEE 
 
PRESIDENT * 
Ginette Klemke 
690 Jones Street 
ALBURY NSW 2640 
Phone: 02 6041 4423 
Email: klemke231@optusnet.com.au 
 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY * 
Anne Holland 
8 Amalfi Drive 
LAVINGTON NSW 2641 
Phone: 02 6025 3547 
E-mail: steveholland2@bigpond.com 
 

SECRETARY * 
Ann Mitchell 
13 Brooklyn Drive 
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650 
Phone: 0413 996 262 
E-mail: annmit@bigpond.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT *:   Charles Lee 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR *:  Charles Lee 
WEBLOG MANAGER :  Lynette Gleeson 
NATIONAL COUNCILLORS *: Ginette Klemke 
     Des Klemke 
REPORTER TO CAMELLIA NEWS *: Charles Lee 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE *: Barbara Werry 
     Des Klemke 
     Denise Di Salvia 
DONATION TABLE ORGANISER*: Maureen Lee  
MEETING RAFFLE ORGANISERS *: Des Klemke 
     Ginette Klemke 
BLOOMS COMP. ORGANISER *: Denise Di Salvia 
COMMITTEE:    * Ex-officio 
PUBLIC OFFICER:   Anne Holland 

NEXT MEETING 
 
When: Sunday, 20 June 2021 

Venue: Des & Ginette Klemke’s 

Address: 690 Jones Street, 
 ALBURY NSW 2640 
Contact: 02 6041 4423 
 

Directions:  From the CBD (Dean 
Street), right into Keiwa Street, 
then left into Wyse, right into 
Jones, 690 is on the right.   

Times: LUNCH: 12.00 noon. 

 MEETING: 1.30 pm. 
 

Blooms Competition: Classes are 
usually seasonal, and Denise will 
decide what is necessary 
depending on the blooms available 
on the day 

Activities: Presentation and 
discussion on a Camellia by Charles 
Lee. 

Bring: Small plate for shared lunch 
and afternoon tea. 

CONTENTS 
 
 
Cover Story Cj ‘Shikibu’.   Page 2, 
Contacts and Next Meeting Information Page 3, 
President’s Message, Corona Virus Blues Page 4, 
May Minutes, C.j ‘Paul Sherrington’  Page 5, 
Blooms Competition Results & Pics  Page 6, 
Common Camellia Diseases   Page 8, 
Camellia Japonica ‘Adelina Patti’  Page 10. 
 

Common Camellia Diseases 

Over the next few editions of our 
Newsletter we will have a 
comprehensive coverage of camellia 
diseases and insect pests. 

The information has been written by 
a researcher at the Clemson 
University in South Carolina, USA. 

Whilst the information is aimed at 
South Carolina, it can still be applied 
to our region.  Where necessary, 
imperial or seasonal data has been 
changed to reflect our needs. 

See pages 8 & 9 for the first 
instalment. 
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Another month has gone by I am 
convinced that time is on jet fuel these 
days. 
  
We have had some 20mls of rain and as a 
result the weather has become somewhat 
cooler with frost visiting Albury a couple of 
times recently.  The Camellias are looking 
full of bud on all of the Japonicas and the 
Reticulatas, so the hope is the flowers are 
as good as last year.  The Sasanquas are 
still full of flowers, not only on this block 
but all over the city, just a picture of pure 
beauty. 
 
Our last meeting was at Ann Mitchell’s in 
Wagga, we had a lovely lunch with much 
chatter. Ann along with the help of her 
family are re-constructing her garden like 
all of us, the revolving door is ever 
changing to make the things we love doing 
easier to handle. 
  
Maureen Lee gave us an interesting Talk 
on C.j ‘Adelina Patti’ which Charles has 
featured further on in the newsletter (see 
page 11).  I always enjoy the presentations 
that our club members do, as some of the 
contents we would not have known had 
the presenter not done extensive research 
on what they bring to the meeting.  Keep 
on keeping on with the good work. 
    
The next Meeting is here with Des and I we 

look forward to having you all for lunch 

and the meeting to follow.   

 
Ginette   

Coronavirus Blues 

We really should be thankful  
That it's not a bigger pain 

All this cleanse and separation  
While we're stuck at home again 

We're lucky that the weather  
Is still quite warm and bright  
So there's a lot to occupy us  
Through morning until night 

Thank goodness we've got gardens  
Where we're occupied for hours  
With weeding, clipping, pruning  

Feeding, mulching all our flowers 

We've been putting in long stretches  
We're keen to get ahead 

Planning produce for the winter 
In our boxes and our beds. 

We're communing there with nature  
It's a true non-contact sport 

We're exercising plenty 
Which the experts say we ought 

There's time for contemplation  
As we potter round each day  

And the plus of isolation?  
Ample time to read and play 

Our gardens will look wonderful  
With so much love and care  

And we will thrive and flourish  
With lots of clean, fresh air 

Us lucky old camellians  
As colder weather looms 

We'll watch those buds get fatter  
And enjoy their glorious blooms 

And when this nasty virus  
Has been put into its place  
We'll joyfully look forward  

To meeting face to face.  

Annabel Hanke 
Camellia Society Tasmania 
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 Minutes of General Meeting 
16 May 2021 

Held at Ann Mitchell’s 
 

Present: Ann Mitchell, Des & Ginette 
Klemke, Lynette & Harold Gleeson, Charles 
& Maureen Lee, Dawn Street, Denise Di 
Salvia and Barbara Werry. 

Apologies: Barbara Parnell 

Minutes: Moved Maureen Lee, Seconded 
Barbara Werry.  Accepted. 

Business Arising from Minutes: Treasurer 
has closed ING account. 

Stephen Vercoe has paid for a family 
membership to join Hume for 2021. 

Insurance for public liability has been paid 
to Garden Clubs of Australia. 

Correspondence:  

Incoming: Email newsletters from 
affiliates. 

Anne Holland re membership deposit from 
Stephen Vercoe and closure of account. 

Request for subs to be paid, Charles Lee 
subscription due to National Body.  

Outgoing: Membership report for 2021 to 
Jenny Donohue. 

Copy of Hume Constitution emailed to 
Stephen Vercoe.  

Treasurer’s Report: Tabled by Ginette 
Klemke, moved for acceptance Denise Di 
Salvia seconded Maureen Lee. 

Blooms competition: Won by D. and G. 
Klemke with C.s ‘Paradise Pearl’. 

Guest Speaker: Maureen Lee. 

Raffle: Charles Lee with C.j ‘Paul 
Sherrington’. 

Next Meeting: D & G Klemke’s, Albury, 20 
June 2021. 

Our monthly Meeting Raffle for May was a 
plant of Camellia japonica ‘Paul 
Sherrington’, which originated in the 1990s 
as a chance seedling in the garden of 
Colleen Sherrington, and was won by 
Charles Lee. 

The international Camellia Register 
description is: 

ACRS, Camellia News, 1995, No.135, p.13, 
Reg. No.458: Originated by Colleen 
Sherrington, North Balwyn, Victoria, 
Australia. A chance seedling of the 
C.japonica Chō-chō-san. First flowered 
1991. White, semi-double flower of 17 
petals with an occasional petaloid, 12 cm 
across x 6 cm deep. Flowers freely over a 
long season on a slow growing upright 
plant. Leaves glossy green, elliptic, flat 
with serrate margins and acuminate 
apices, 7 cm long x 5 cm wide. Petals flat, 
filaments columnar. Attractive flower with 
white filaments and porcelain petal 
texture. 



6 

1 Single   1 C.j Tama Electra   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j Kamo-hon-ami   D & G Klemke 
 
1 Semi-Double  1 C.s Paradise Pearl   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.s Ginryu    B Werry 
 
1 Irregular Semi-Double  1 C.s Ginryu    B Werry 
    2 C.s Paradise Rebecca     D & G Klemke 
 
1 Informal Double   1 C.j Martha Tuck   B Werry 
    2 C.s Fuji-no-mine   B Werry 
 
1 Formal Double  1 C.s Chansonette   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.s Mignonne   D & G Klemke 
 
1 Miniature   1 C.s Chansonette    D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j Bokuhan (Tinsie)  B Werry 
 
1 Reticulata   1  Dream Girl    A Mitchell 
      
3 Camellias (Sasanquas) 1 Ginryu x 3    B Werry 
 
Seedling   1  Small, clustered, pink/white B Werry  
     
Champion Bloom  C.s  Paradise Pearl   D & G Klemke 
 
 May Point Score 
             D & G Klemke       27 
 B Werry   19 
 A Mitchell                 4 
 
 YTD Point Score 
 D & G Klemke  46 
 B Werry   32 
 D Di Salvia   12 
 A Mitchell     4 
 C & M Lee     1 
   C. japonica ‘Tiffany’ 

From the garden of  
David & Maureen Parker 
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3 

2 

1. Champion Bloom C.s ’Paradise Pearl’, 
2. Great Silver Dragon camellia Group 
of Three C.s ‘Ginryu’, C.s ‘Chansonette’, 
4. C.j ’Martha Tuck’, 5. C.j ‘Beni 
Arajishi’, 6. C.j ‘Tama Electra’, 7. C.j  
‘Takanini’. 

1 

4 

5 7 6 
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Researcher, Joey Williamson PhD, has 
given us permission to publish the 
information found in his update of Fact 
Sheet HGIC 2053, 26 February 2021, which 
covers “Camellia Diseases & Insect Pests”.  
The details are written for South Carolina, 
but will still be applicable in our region.  
Due to the comprehensive coverage of the 
topic, we will publish over a few months.    

The Clemson Extension helps improve the 
quality of life of all South Carolinians by 
providing unbiased, research-based 
information through an array of public 
outreach programs in youth development; 
agribusiness; agriculture; food, nutrition 
and health; and natural resources. 

Some measurements and dates in the 
original item were in Imperial, the Decimal 
equivalent and local seasonal dates have 
been added. 

Similarly in the Fungicides & Insecticide 
Table, found on the enclosed sheet, brand 
names may be for American products but a 
search on the active ingredient should  
find an Aussie equivalent.  Obviously care 
should be taken when using any chemical 
product and necessary product 
instructions followed.  

The three most serious camellia diseases in 
South Carolina are camellia dieback and 
canker, flower blight, and root rot.  The 
most important insect pest to watch for is 
tea scale. 

Diseases  

Camellia Dieback & Canker: This is one of the 
most serious of all camellia diseases and is 
caused by the fungus Glomerella cingulata.  
Leaves on affected branches suddenly turn 
yellow and wilt.  Branch tips usually die. 
Gray blotches appear on the bark and stem, 
and then sunken areas (cankers) develop, 
eventually girdling the stem.  Parts of the 
plant above the stem canker lose vigour, 
wilt, and die.  Damaged plants show more 
symptoms during hot, dry weather. 

Prevention & Treatment: Keep camellias as 
healthy as possible.  Plant in well-drained 
acidic soil, avoid wounding, and fertilise 
properly.  Remove diseased twigs by 
pruning several inches below the cankered 
areas.  Disinfect pruning tools between all 
cuts, using a solution of one part household 
bleach to nine parts water.  Fungicides, such 
as thiophanate-methyl or copper-based 
fungicides, can be applied during wet 
periods and normal leaf drop periods to 
protect fresh leaf scars from infection.  
Apply all chemicals according to directions 
on the label.  Refer to the Table on the loose 
sheet insert for examples of products. 

Note: Pollinating insects, such as honey 
bees and bumblebees, can be adversely 
affected by the use of pesticides.  Avoid 
the use of spray pesticides (both 
insecticides and fungicides), as well as soil-
applied, systemic insecticides unless 
absolutely necessary.  If spraying is 
required, always spray late in the evening 
to reduce the direct impact on pollinating 

Camellias are one of the most desirable and 
well-adapted plants for Southern gardens.  
Many of the common problems of sasanqua 
camellia (Camellia sasanqua, C. hiemalis, 
and C. vernalis) and the common Japanese 
camellia (Camellia japonica) can be 
prevented or minimised by following the 
proper cultural recommendations.  
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insects.  Always employ cultural controls 
first, then use less toxic alternative sprays 
for the control of insect pests and 
diseases.  For example, sprays with 
insecticidal soap, horticultural oil, neem 
oil extract, spinosad, Bacillus thuringiensis 
(B.t.), or botanical oils can help control 
many small insect pests and mites that 
affect garden and landscape plants.  Neem 
oil extract or botanical oil sprays may also 
reduce plant damage by repelling many 
insect pests.  If soil applied insecticides are 
used, make applications immediately after 
flowering to reduce the amount of 
insecticide exposure to pollinating insects. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following disease, 
Camellia Flower Blight, has fortunately not 
yet reached the shores of Australia. 

Camellia Flower Blight: This serious disease 
of camellia causes the flowers to turn 
brown.  Flower blight appears in early 
spring when moisture is present and is 
caused by the fungus Ciborinia camelliae.  
Symptoms begin as small, brown, irregular-
shaped spots on the flower petals.  These 
spots quickly enlarge to cover most of the 
flower.  The entire flower turns brown and 
usually drops within 24 to 48 hours.  Only 
the flowers of the plant are affected. 

This disease can be confused with several 
other problems that can damage camellia 
flower petals.  Slight browning at the edges 
of the flower petals may be caused by the 
sun or wind.  Suspect a disease problem if 
the brown area rapidly spreads to the 
centre of the flower.  Cold temperatures 
can also cause the browning of the flowers.  
Dark, brown veins in the petals distinguish 
flower blight from cold injury.  
Prevention & Treatment: Sanitation is the 
best control.  Pull off and destroy all 
infected flowers.  Rake up and remove all 
leaves, flowers, and plant debris that have 
fallen to the ground.  Replace the mulch 

under the plant.  This fungus survives in the 
soil.  Spores of the fungus can be wind-
borne for up to a mile (1.6km).  Therefore, 
the best control is achieved when controls 
are applied to other camellia plants in the 
landscape.  
Fungicide sprays recommended for the 
flowers include mancozeb.  Application of 
soil drenches, such as mancozeb or captan, 
around the plant every 2 weeks from late 
December through January, (late June 
through July in our region), may be helpful in 
reducing the intensity of disease.  See the 
Table for examples of products.  Apply all 
chemicals according to directions on the 
label. 
Revised by: Joey Williamson, PhD, HGIC 
Horticulture Extension Agent, Clemson 
University, South Carolina USA, 26 February 
2021. 
Next month we will continue with Camellia 
Diseases. 

Tell tail sign of Ciborinia camelliae.  
Note the white circle found at the 
centre of the base of the flower. 
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This was originally imported to the UK  
from Japan in about 1888 by G Waller, 
who named it for the renowned opera 
singer Adelina Patti.  

Adelina was born on the 10 February 1843 
and died on the 27 September 1919, she 
was an Italian 19th Century opera singer, 
earning huge fees at the height of her 
career in the musical capitals of Europe 
and America.  She first sang in public as a 
child in 1851, and gave her last 
performance before an audience in 1914.  
Along  with her near contemporary Jenny 
Lind, Patti remains one of the most favour 
sopranos in history, owing to the purity 
and beauty of her lyrical voice and the 
quality of the of her unmatched quality of 
her bel canto technique. 

Description and growing information. 

Family: Theaceae.  Genus: Camellia.  
Species: Japonica.  Cultivar: Adelina Patti.   

Category: Perennials.  Type: Shrub 
(evergreen) 

Shape: upright. 

Landscape: uses include flower borders 
and beds, wall-side plantings and courtyard 
gardens. 

Habit of growth: a very tall, erect, slender 
branched bush. 

Propagation: propagate by semi-hardwood 
cuttings. 

Cultivation: Position in a site sheltered 
from cold, dry winds and early morning sun 
as buds and flowers may be damaged by 
cold winds and late frosts. Suitable for 
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woodland and acidic soils. 

Pests: may be attacked by aphids, scale 
insects and vine weevil. 

Notable specimens: Caerhays Castle, 
Goran, Cornwall, UK. 

Habitat: Horticultural origin. 

Leaf description: The plant habit is upright 
forming a dense, slightly spreading bush.  
The cup-shaped flowers have bright, rosy-
pink, rounded petals with deeper pink 
coloured veins and a white edge 
surrounding golden-yellow anthers/
stamens.  Can occasionally sport either 
plain white or pink flowers. 

This description appeared in “The Garden”, 
14 September 1889, page 247. 

“Adelina Patti – This has a somewhat cup-
shaped flower, it is very handsome single 
form with very round petals, which are 

bright rosy pink, flushed with carmine 
towards the base and netted with veins of 
the same colour, and broadly bordered 
with white on the margins and anthers 
golden yellow.” 

International Camellia Register 
Description:  

G.W.H., 1889, The Garden, 36(930):247: 
This is a somewhat cup-shaped bloom; it is 
a very handsome single form with round 
petals, which are a bright, rosy pink, 
flushed with carmine towards the base and 
netted with veins of the same colour, 
broadly banded with white on the margin; 
anthers of golden yellow.  Can occasionally 
sport to red or half-red bloom.  Leaves 
elliptic, 7.5-8 cm long, 3-4 cm wide, 
broadly serrulate, acuminate, deep glossy 
green. Flowers 7-8 cm across, colour 
Neyron Rose (HCC. 623) with Carmine 
(HCC. 21) venation. Plant habit, erect with 
pendulous branches. See Urquhart, The 
Camellia, vol.II, 1969 for colour illustration. 
Imported by G. Waller from Japan about 
1888. Orthographic errors: ‘Adelina Pattii’, 
‘Adeline Patti’. No relation with Rovelli’s 
‘Adelina Patti’. Sports both carmine and 
pure white forms. 

References: 

International Camellia Register Online, 
text and photos.  

Macoboy’s “What Camellia Is That?” 
2019 Nomenclature of Camellias in 

Australia 
“The Camellia” Volume II, Leslie 

Urquhart Press, Plate XXXVI, 
Painting by Paul Jones. 

Image of Opera Singer Adelina Patti, 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/
seriykotik/4430881447/in/
photostream/ 

“The Garden”, 14 September 1889, 
page 247. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/seriykotik/4430881447/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/seriykotik/4430881447/in/photostream/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/seriykotik/4430881447/in/photostream/
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email copies from: cmlee@tpgi.com.au 

C. japonica ‘Adelina Patti’ 
Painting from “The Camellia” Volume II, 
Leslie Urquhart Press, Plate XXXVI, 
Painting by Paul Jones. 
 
Half red example from online 
International Camellia Register. 


