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COVER STORY 
 

Camellia japonica ‘Brushfield’s Beau’ 
originated from Newman’s Nursery in 
Adelaide.  See image at right. 

The registered plant is formally 
described as: 
C. japonica ’Brushfield’s Beau’.  
Originator and applicant is Newman’s 
Nursery, South Australia.  C. japonica 
’Brushfield’s Beau’ first appeared as a 
sport on a nursery stock plant of C. 
japonica ’Brushfield’s Yellow’ in 2012.  
The flower is heavily slashed and 
striped in various shades of pink.  Its 
size and form are the same as ‘Brushfield’s Yellow’, as is the plant’s growth habit and 
form.  It has been commercially available since early 2018.  
This bloom in the cover photo was taken at Newman’s on the day that the sport was 
discovered.  See full article from Charles which starts below and continues at page 10. 

 

Back in 2012 a number of us attended the 
National Congress in Adelaide, and a great 
trip it was! 
One of the excursions we participated in 
was a bus trip to the famed “Newman’s 
Nursery” in the lower Adelaide Hills.  An 
excerpt from their website, illustrates the 
challenges faced by the original owners 
back in the 1800s, on to the delightful 
premises available today: 
“When Carl and Margaretha Neumann arrived 
in the infant colony of South Australia with 
their son and two daughters it was hard to be 
optimistic about the future.  The voyage had 
been long and hard.  Their youngest son had 
died and the land that lay before them was 
alien and seemingly inhospitable.  They could 
not have foreseen, that their surviving son was 
soon to establish a horticultural tradition that 
would survive over 130 years and involve five 
generations of their descendants. 

In 1856 C.F.Newman acquired land in the 
District of Highercomb in the Adelaide Hills.  
With his young bride he cleared it and started 
their garden and nursery.  Over the years they 
developed their collection of species by 
importing seed and live plants from England 
and Germany.  By the 1880’s the nursery had 
grown to a point where it was considered a 
“show piece” of the colony. 

The Nursery’s catalogue grew and before the 
turn of the century it boasted over 200 pages 
and listed for example over 300 orchid 
varieties, 600 rose varieties and over 300 
different fruit trees, See photo page 12.  
Newmans were active hybridists and 
introduced many new varieties of ornamental 
and edible plants.  As the colony’s leading 
nurserymen they also played an important role 
in the development of horticultural enterprises 
like the Chaffey Brothers pioneering irrigation 

Continued at page 10 ... 
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CONTACTS & COMMITTEE 
 
PRESIDENT * 
Ginette Klemke 
690 Jones Street 
ALBURY NSW 2640 
Phone: 02 6041 4423 
Email: klemke231@optusnet.com.au 
 

TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY * 
Anne Holland 
8 Amalfi Drive 
LAVINGTON NSW 2641 
Phone: 02 6025 3547 
E-mail: steveholland2@bigpond.com 
 

SECRETARY * 
Ann Mitchell 
13 Brooklyn Drive 
WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650 
Phone: 0413 996 262 
E-mail: annmit@bigpond.com 
 

VICE PRESIDENT *:   Charles Lee 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR *:  Charles Lee 
WEBLOG MANAGER :  Lynette Gleeson 
NATIONAL COUNCILLORS *: Ginette Klemke 
     Des Klemke 
REPORTER TO CAMELLIA NEWS *: Charles Lee 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE *: Barbara Werry 
     Des Klemke 
     Denise Di Salvia 
DONATION TABLE ORGANISER*: Maureen Lee  
MEETING RAFFLE ORGANISERS *: Des Klemke 
     Ginette Klemke 
BLOOMS COMP. ORGANISER *: Denise Di Salvia 
COMMITTEE:    * Ex-officio 
PUBLIC OFFICER:   Anne Holland 

NEXT MEETING 
 
When: Sunday, 18 July 2021 

Venue: Home of Barbara Werry 

Address: 585 Reid Place, 
 ALBURY NSW 2640 
Contact: 02 6041 2421 
 

Directions:  From the CBD (Dean 
Street), right into Thurgoona 
Street, then left into Pemberton 
Drive, Left into Affleck Street, right 
into Reid Place.  585 is on the high 
side.   

Times: LUNCH: 12.00 noon. 

 MEETING: 1.30 pm. 
 

Blooms Competition: Classes are 
usually seasonal, and Denise will 
decide what is necessary 
depending on the blooms available 
on the day 

Activities: Presentation and 
discussion on a Camellia by 
Barbara. 

Bring: Small plate for shared lunch 
and afternoon tea. 

CONTENTS 
 
 
Cover Story 7 Article Cj ‘Brushfield’s Beau’. Page 2, 
Contacts and Next Meeting Information Page 3, 
President’s Message, June Meeting Minutes Page 4, 
Common Camellia Diseases Part 2  Page 5, 
Raffle Winner C,j ‘Nuccio’s Carousel’  Page 7, 
Blooms Competition Results & Pics  Page 8, 
National Editor Advertisement  Page 9, 
Camellia Japonica ‘Brushfield’s Beau’ cont. Page 10. 
 

COVID 19 Restrictions 

Regional NSW has been placed under 
tighter restrictions due to the outbreak 
in the greater Sydney area. 

These restrictions include limiting the 
number of visitors to homes to 5 and 
masks must be worn indoors.  These 
restrictions are currently in place until 
July 9. 

Should they be extended then we may 
need to cancel the July meeting. 

Members will be contacted regarding 
any announcements made. 
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We had a lighter attendance than normal 
but had a lovely day and an uneventful 
meeting. 

Charles gave an informative talk on C,j 
‘Brushfield’s Beau’, its history and 
propagation at Newman’s Nursery in 
Adelaide.  We had the privilege to see the 
first flower of it on the mother plant at 
Congress some years ago.    

The blooms Competition was very well 
supported for this time of the year with 
some excellent flowers entered by 4 
exhibitors.  Thankyou for supporting the 
Competition. 

The season is certainly early in this area.  
Des could have entered a show with a 
good number of blooms in early June.  We 
have not seen in our time so many early 
flowers in our garden. 

The prospects of Shows going ahead is yet 
again threatened by the Virus, we hope for 
it to be halted in its tracks by the 
Vaccination role out.  So please consider if 
you haven’t had your Jab yet do so for 
your own safety and the protection of our 
community.  Whilst we will endeavor to 
hold a July meeting it may not be possible 
to so due to the restrictions, but we will 
enlighten you when the date gets closer. 

Next meeting is planned to be held at 

Barbara Werry’s in Albury more about that 

later, stay safe everyone.  Hope to see you 

there. 

Ginette  

 Minutes of General Meeting 
20 June 2021 

Held at Des & Ginette Klemke’s 
 

Present: Charles & Maureen Lee, Ann 
Mitchell, Des & Ginette Klemke, Barbara 
Werry and Anne Holland. 
 
Apologies: Rodney Barkman, Barbara 
Parnell, Denise Di Salvia, Dawn Street and 
Steve Holland. 
 
Minutes: Moved they be accepted 
Maureen Lee, seconded Charles Lee. 
 
Business Arising from Minutes: 
Amendments to date of next meeting  
20-6-21 not 21-6-21. 
 
Correspondence: Newsletters from 
affiliates. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Moved by Anne 
Holland, seconded Barbara Werry. 
 
General Business: Nil 
 
Blooms competition: Des & Ginette 
Klemke with C.j ‘L.T. Dees’. 
  
Guest Speaker: Charles Lee spoke about C.j 
‘Brushfield’s Beau’. 
 
Raffle:  Won by Ann Mitchell, C.j ‘Nuccios 
Carousel’. 
 
Next meeting: 18 July 2021 at Barbara 
Werry’s. 
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Researcher, Joey Williamson PhD, has 
given us permission to publish the 
information found in his update of Fact 
Sheet HGIC 2053, 26 February 2021, which 
covers “Camellia Diseases & Insect Pests”.  
The details are written for South Carolina, 
but will still be applicable in our region.  
Due to the comprehensive coverage of the 
topic, we will publish over a few months.    

Part 2 follows and covers some common 
problems we face in Australia.  Reference 
to the Table provided with the June 
Newsletter may be necessary. 

This fungal disease is caused by 
Phytophthora cinnamomi.  The first 
symptoms are uniform leaf yellowing, 
poor growth, and wilting of the entire 
plant.  Infected root systems lack small 
feeder roots and appear discoloured. 
Infected roots are a red-brown to dark-
brown colour (healthy roots are white).  
Death of the plant can occur rapidly, or the 
plant may remain in a state of decline for 
several years.  All varieties of common 
Japanese camellia are susceptible, and all 
varieties of sasanqua camellia are resistant 
to this root rot. 

Prevention & Treatment: This disease is 
difficult to control once plants are 
infected, so prevention is very important.  
In areas where this disease has been a 
problem, select Camellia sasanqua 
cultivars for planting or request C. japonica 
cultivars grafted onto a sasanqua 
rootstock.  Purchase healthy plants that 
show no signs of wilting or yellowing of 
the leaves.  

The fungus thrives in areas with poor 
drainage and warm soils.  Always choose 
locations that have good drainage for 
planting.  The drainage of existing areas 
can be improved by using raised beds. 
Fungicides can be effective on a 
preventative basis only, and repeat 
applications are required.  Fungicides 
containing mefenoxam (Subdue GR) can be 
applied in the home landscape but will not 
cure an infected plant.  Due to product 
cost and for accurate application, 
homeowners may want to hire a licensed 
landscaper to apply products containing 
soil-applied fungicides.  Apply all chemicals 
according to directions on the label.  

Root Rot 
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Camellia leaf gall (Exobasidium 
camelliae) on Camellia sasanqua. Joey 
Williamson, ©2012 HGIC, Clemson 
Extension  

Camellia yellow mottle virus symptoms on 
Camellia japonica.  

Joey Williamson, ©2009 HGIC, Clemson 
Extension  Leaf Gall 

This disease is more common on sasanqua 
varieties of camellia (Camellia sasanqua) 
than on Japanese camellia (C. japonica).  It 
is caused by the fungus Exobasidium 
camelliae.  Leaf galls are most often 
observed during the spring flush of 
growth.  New shoots and leaves become 
enlarged, thickened and fleshy, and 
appear abnormal.  The colour of the 
affected areas turns from light green to 
nearly white or pink.  Later the galls 
rupture on the undersides of the leaves, 
revealing a whitish mass of spores.  The 
galls eventually harden and become 
brown.  Plants are seldom severely 
damaged.  

Prevention & Treatment: Remove and 
destroy young galls before the lower leaf 
surfaces turn white and spores are 
released, or the disease will be worse the 
next year.  Rake up and remove fallen 
leaves.  Avoid wetting the leaves when 
watering.  Humid, moist, shady conditions 
favour gall formation.  Chemical controls, 
such as mancozeb, are limited in 
effectiveness and must be applied before 
infection occurs.  Start sprays at budbreak 

and continue through the first of June at 7 
to 14 day intervals (January in Australia).  
See Table for examples of products.  Apply 
all chemicals according to directions on the 
label.  

Viruses: Camellia yellow mottle virus is 
transmitted by root grafts and propagation 
of diseased stock. This virus causes 
irregular, yellow, mottled, or splotchy 
patterns of various sizes and shapes on the 
leaves.  Some leaves may turn entirely 
yellow.  Irregular white blotches will 
appear on infected flowers.  

Prevention & Treatment: There is no 
chemical that will cure the virus.  Plant 
only virus-free plants obtained from a 
reputable garden centre.  

Algal Leaf Spot: The parasitic alga 
Cephaleuros virescens is the most common 
causal agent of algal leaf spot on camellia 
and other shrubs and trees. Algal leaf 
spots may be circular or blotchy in shape, 
and they are slightly raised from the plant 
surface.  

The edges of the spots may be wavy or 
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At left:  C.williamsii ‘Waltz Time’, a raffle 
prize from 2019 won by Maureen Lee. 

Our monthly Meeting Raffle for June was a 
plant of Camellia japonica ‘Nuccio’s 
Carousel’, which first bloomed in 1982, 
and was registered in 1988.  Although the 
plant was unlabelled, the expert’s best 
guess is that it is ‘Nuccio’s Carousel’, and it 
was won by Ann Mitchell. 

The international Camellia Register 
description is: 

Nuccio’s Nurseries Catalogue, 1988-1989, 
p.12: #8254 - Large, semidouble, tubular 
form.  Soft pink toned deeper at edge.  
Medium, upright growth.  Early to late 
blooming.  Originated by Nuccio’s 
Nurseries, Altadena, California, USA. ACS., 
May 1989, The Camellia Journal vol.44, 
No.2, p.9, Reg. No.2124; American 
Camellia Yearbook. 1989, p.126:  The 10 
year old seedling first bloomed 1982.  
Plant growth is upright, average and 
medium in rate.  See colour photo, front 
cover, SCCS., 1988, The Camellia Review, 
vol.50, No.2.  Chinese synonym: ‘Niuxiao 
Zhuanma’. 

feathered. These spots may vary in color 
from a crusty gray-green to greenish-
brown. However, in summer, when the 
alga is reproducing, the spots take on a 
velvety, red-brown appearance due to the 
production of reddish, spore-producing 
structures. If colonies are numerous, 
premature yellowing and loss of leaves can 
occur.  

Revised by: Joey Williamson, PhD, HGIC 
Horticulture Extension Agent, Clemson 
University, South Carolina USA, 26 
February 2021. 
Next month we will continue with Camellia 
Insect Pests. 

Camellia japonica foliage with algal leaf 
spot.  
Joey Williamson, ©2010 HGIC, Clemson 
Extension  
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1 Single   1 C.j. Tama Electra   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j. Grape Soda   D & G Klemke 
 

1 Semi-Double  1 C.j Paul Jones Supreme  B Werry 
    2 C.j. Shokko Nishiki   B Werry 
 

1 Irregular Semi-Double  1 C.j. Tama Vino   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j. Lady Vansitart(?)  D & G Klemke 
 

1 Informal Double   1 C.j. Grand Marshal   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j. C M Wilson   B Werry 
 

1 Elegans Form  1 C.j. Mark Alan Variegated B Werry 
    2 C.j. Hazel’s Gift   A Mitchell   
 

1 Formal Double  1 C.j. L T Dees   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.j. Roger Hall   D & G Klemke 
 

1 Miniature/Small  1 C.j. Mini Pink   A Mitchell 
    2 C.h. Sweet Jane   D & G Klemke 
 

1 Reticulata   1 C.r. Dream Girl   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.r. Dream Girl   D & G Klemke 
 

1 Sasanqua   1 C.s. Sidone Megan   D & G Klemke 
    2 C.s. Paradise Pearl   D & G Klemke 
 

3 Camellias   1 C.j. Bokuhan x 3   B Werry 
    2 C.j. Takanini x 3   D & G Klemke 
 

Seedling   1     B Werry  
     
Champion Bloom  C.j. L T Dees    D & G Klemke 
 

 June Point Score 
             D & G Klemke  36      
 B Werry   17 
 A Mitchell                 6 
 C & M Lee   1 
 YTD Point Score 
 D & G Klemke  82 
 B Werry   49 
 D Di Salvia   12 
 A Mitchell   10 
 C & M Lee    2 

C. japonica ‘Wildfire’ 
From the garden of  

David & Maureen Parker 
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1. Champion Bloom C.j ’L T Dees’, 2. C.j 
‘Grand Marshall’, 3. Deep purple group 
of 3 ‘Dona H…’, 4. C.j ’Paul Jones 
Supreme’, 5. C.j ‘Mrs Anne Marie 
Hovey’. 

1 

4 

3 

5 

POSITION VACANT - NATIONAL EDITOR 
 

The National Council is urgently looking 
for a new Editor for our 'Camellia News'. 

Is there anyone out there with some 
computer skills willing to take on the job? 

Contact the National President Jim 
Rochford (0400 750 832) or National 
Secretary, Jenny Donohoe (02 4294 2877) 
if you would like to find out more about 
the position.  

Jenny Donohoe, National Secretary, 
jennydonohoe5@yahoo.com.au  

mailto:jennydonohoe5@yahoo.com.au
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projects in the Murray Valley. 

As the family grew three sons (out of eight sons 
and six daughters) left and established a branch 
in Perth and sold plants supplied from South 
Australia. 

In 1913 the Nursery experienced two horrific 
storms and in the following year a drought.  
One of the sons (Fred) as manager, tried in vain 
to resurrect it but with increasing family 
tension he and his wife finally left to establish 
their own flower and bulb nursery in nearby 
Tea Tree Gully.  After the sale of the original 
location they took up the old name of C.F. 
Newman and Son. 

Following the death of their son in the Pacific 
War Fred and his wife planted the current 
nursery location as a garden of Camellias, 
Proteas and Ericas for their retirement.  But the 
love of plants and nurseries is contagious and 
Fred’s youngest daughter Suzanne and her 
husband Roger became infected.  They 
developed it as a specialist Camellia and Azalea 
Nursery and today it leads the State in that 
field.  See photos of C.j ‘Roger Hall’ & ‘Roger 
Hall Vgt’ at page 12. 

In 1985 one of Sue and Roger’s sons, Jon Hall 
and his wife Dianne, became the Nursery’s 
Proprietors.  Jon and Dianne knew that despite 
the popularity of Camellias and Azaleas the 
soils and climate of South Australia would 
always restrict the size of their market.  They 
were also acutely aware that their out of the 
way location would be a limiting factor and that 
something was needed to entice customers to 
go that little bit further.  Traditions and 
reputation whilst very important were simply 
never going to be enough to enable them to 
increase their business. 

In canvassing their options for the future they 
spent some time planning and carefully 
considering industry directions.  It soon became 
apparent that the industry was rapidly 
changing. Customers wanted quality 
presentation and variety.  Life style and 
recreational aspects of gardening were 

becoming far more important. 

With these principles in mind Jon and Dianne 
developed a plan to remodel the nursery and 
expand its range of products.  They would 
enhance the garden environment started by 
earlier generations but would modernize it to 
appeal to today’s customer.  They would 
develop and stock a range of products that 
more closely meet their customer’s diverse 
gardening needs.  Their motto became 
“Newman’s, Where your gardening dreams 
come true.”  To achieve this they would provide 
the highest quality products, old fashioned 
personalized service and expert, friendly 
advice.” 

Dianne Hall also has written a delightful 
book called “High Tea In The Garden, 
inspired by Camellias”.  The book provides 
recipes from the nursery’s Topiary Café, 
each recipe is accompanied by ‘High Tea’ 
scenes of fine china and camellias.  My 
particular favourite recipe is the Sticky 
Date Pudding, yum!!  See photo at page 12. 

The centre piece of the nursery is a 
beautiful plant of Cupressus Macrocarpa 
‘Greenstead Magnificent’, which originated 
as a branch mutation found in the late 
1950s on a specimen of C. macrocarpa 
'Horizontalis' by R. Hall of Newman & Sons 
Nursery.  This plant is now sold worldwide.  
See photo at page 12. 

That chance discovery by Roger Hall, has a 
similar trend to the topic of this article.  
Quite by luck, certainly not good 

Continued from page 2 ... 

https://conifersociety.org/conifers/cupressus-macrocarpa-horizontalis/
https://conifersociety.org/conifers/cupressus-macrocarpa-horizontalis/
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management, we just happened to be at 
the nursery when the mutant bloom now 
known as ‘Brushfield’s Beau’ was 
discovered at the checkout.  A new 
employee suspected that something was 
wrong with the plant because it had a pink 
bloom rather than the regular creamy 
yellow expected on ‘Brushfield’s Yellow’ 
which the customer was planning to 
purchase.  The plant was replaced and the 
customer left none the wiser.  In the 
meantime, the busload of camellia 
enthusiasts were busily taking photos of 
the pink bloom. 

Just to show how slow successful 
propagation can sometimes take, the 
nursery, armed with a mutant bloom on 
one branch of an otherwise regular 
‘Brushfield’s Yellow’ set about to produce 
a new cultivar.  The road to success was 
long, and the new plant named Camellia 
japonica ‘Brushfield’s Beau’, was finally 
registered in 2020, some 8 years after it 
was discovered.  When Jon Hall named the 
plant he decided to keep Brushfield in the 
name, whilst Beau has its origins in being 
Jon’s nickname from his boy scout days.  
The family have continued to use Beau, 
e.g., Jon’s son is Daniel Beau, and his 
daughter’s son is Beau Jeffries. 
Jon Hall wrote that mutation or sporting is 
a freak of nature which produces a bloom 
different to its parent.  Usually occurring in 
bicoloured camellias, such as ‘Aspasia 

Macarthur’ which has many sports, like 
‘Margaret Davis’ and ‘Just Sue’ (named 
after Jon’s mother Suzanne Hall (Nee 
Newman) and registered in 1971).  Given 
that ‘Brushfield’s Yellow’ is basically a solid 
colour, to find a sport is most unusual.  I do 
note however, that our plant here in 
Wagga, of ’Brushfield’s Yellow’ often gives 
the odd bloom with a slight pink hue late 
in the season, although not striped. 
Newman’s Nursery catalogue for 2021 
describes ‘Brushfield’s Beau’ as: 
“Brushfield’s Beau, like his parent has one 
of the most desirable growth habits of any 
Camellia. 

Its compact bushy upright growth hardly 
ever needs trimming or shaping and will 
suit all garden situations. In particular it is 
an ideal pot plant, very leafy with rich 
glossy green slightly twisted foliage. Its 
stocky rigid branches support the flowers 
beautifully, this sees the flower sit up and 
look straight at you. Very few Camellias 
hold their flowers in such an attractive 
fashion. Now talking about the flower, 
Brushfield’s Beau’s flowers are exactly the 
same formation as Brushfield’s Yellow’s 
that is, a classic double centre (anemone) 
form, the flowers are medium sized and 
are borne in profusion. While Brushfield’s 
Yellow is white to cream, in contrast 
Brushfield’s Beau’s flowers are heavily 
splashed and striped with several shades 
of pink on a subdued white back ground. 
Towards the anemone centre there is an 
almost apricot hue, this I’m sure is from 
the yellow petaloids handed down from 
his parent. 

This is a Camellia we at Newman’s Nursery 
are exceedingly proud of and very excited 
about. It is a Camellia we can highly 
recommend it to all Adelaide’s gardeners.” 
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email copies from: cmlee@tpgi.com.au 


